April 14, 2008

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, |
stand once again before this body with yet an-
other Sunset Memorial.

It is April 14, 2008, in the land of the free
and the home of the brave, and before the
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more
defenseless unborn children were killed by
abortion on demand—ijust today. That is more
than the number of innocent American lives
that were lost on September 11th, only it hap-
pens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,866 days since
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed
down. Since then, the very foundation of this
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million of our own children.

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried and
screamed as they died, but because it was
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them.

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon.

They were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of
them died a nameless and lonely death. And
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it
immediately or not, will never be the same.
And all the gifts that these children might have
brought to humanity are now lost forever.

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy,
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet
unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: “No state
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.” Madam
Speaker, protecting the lives of our innocent
citizens and their constitutional rights is why
we are all here. It is our sworn oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is
who we are.

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has
passed, and we in this body have failed again
to honor that foundational commitment. We
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000
more innocent American babies who died
today without the protection that we should
have given them.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude, in the
hope that perhaps someone new who heard
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this sunset memorial tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies, that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express, and that 12,866 days
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that the America
that rejected human slavery and marched into
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still
courageous and compassionate enough to
find a better way for mothers and their babies
than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are also numbered and that all
too soon each of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the
day we find the humanity, the courage, and
the will to embrace together our human and
our constitutional duty to protect the least of
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters,
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation
called abortion on demand.

It is April 14, 2008—12,866 days since Roe
v. Wade first stained the foundation of this na-
tion with the blood of its own children—this, in
the land of free and the home of the brave.

———

THE STATUS OF ENERGY IN THE
WORLD TODAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. SHIMKUS) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, it
was a pleasure to be down here listen-
ing to the special orders of my friends
from the various States, and especially
my friend from Connecticut, Mr.
COURTNEY, and I understand his com-
passion and concern. But I will tell you
that if we don’t get a handle on these
energy costs, people aren’t going to
have the money to do the things they
want to do with their families on a
day-to-day basis. So we have this time
tonight to talk about energy and our
energy status in the world today.

We started doing this last week on a
bill that came to the floor that we are
going to finish this week, the Beach
Protection Act of 2007. We took that
opportunity to talk about that. But we
ought to be addressing some of the
pressing concerns of this country
today.

We hear the term that America, and
rural America, is bitter. It is a big
phrase today and over the weekend.
They are bitter. They are bitter about
high energy costs, and they are bitter
about the fact that this Congress is not
doing anything to address the supply
part of this debate.

More supply means lower costs. That
is basic economics 101. Anyone who has
gone to have a bachelor’s degree, and
even some good high school programs
teach economics, it is a simple supply
and demand equation. So we are going
to talk about energy tonight. My focus
is going to be on supply, how we need
more supply.
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We also hear a lot this year about
change. We want change, and every-
body wants change. But, you Kknow,
change is not always good. Here is an
example of change.

Since the Democrats got in the ma-
jority, when they first got sworn in,
the price of a barrel of crude oil was
$568.31. Today, the price of a barrel of
crude oil is $111.15. T would say that is
bad change. That is not good change.
So change is not always good. This is
negative change, and it flies in the face
of promises from my friends on the
other side of the aisle.

The Speaker of the House, NANCY
PELOSI said on April 24, 2006, about 2
years ago, ‘‘Democrats have a common-
sense plan to help bring down the sky-
rocketing gas prices.” Well, that was
almost $60 a barrel less ago, and $1 and
change per gallon of gas less.
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Majority leader STENY HOYER said,
October 4, 2005, ‘‘Democrats believe
that we can do more for the American
people who are struggling to deal with
high gas prices.”

Well, they did. They did. What did
they do? They raised their gas prices.
You want to talk about not being able
to pay for dental care? People are using
their money to get to work.

In rural America, we drive long dis-
tances. Rural America doesn’t have the
access of buses. Rural America doesn’t
have the opportunity to take the Metro
or light rail.

Those who are driving distances to
get to work are harmed exponentially
greater. Democrats proffered lower gas
prices. What do we have? We have high-
er gas prices. All we are asking them to
do is keep their prices. Help them
lower the price of gasoline, but they
won’t do it. Do you know why they
won’t do it?

They won’t do it because they really
hate fossil fuels in this country. They
hate crude oil, and they hate coal.
They hate crude oil, and they hate
coal.

They hate fossil fuels, so to address
high prices, what we have to do is bring
on more fossil fuels to the market, and
they won’t do it. That’s why we are not
going to have any relief on gases.

Constituents ask me, what are you
going to do to lower prices? What are
you going to do, Congress? I just shake
my head, and I said the only thing
that’s going to happen is prices are
going to go up because demand is going
to continue to go up, supply is going to
stay the same, and you are going to
have higher prices.

Democrat Whip JIM CLYBURN, Demo-
crat from South Carolina, said ‘‘House
Democrats have a plan to help curb ris-
ing gas prices.” Jim got it wrong. ‘“‘No”’
is not an energy plan. They had no
plan, and when you have no plan, you
plan to fail, and what do you get? You
get higher prices.

We know we are going to have $4 a
gallon gas this summer sometime. We
know it. In fact, the newspapers are
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